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RESTRICTION 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 13-15, drawn to a biocarrier, classified in class 502, subclass 7. 

II. Claims 16-17, drawn to a waste treatment apparatus, classified in class 
210, subclass 198.1+. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together 
in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are 
shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention Group II has separate 
utility such as in a wastewater treatment process not involving bacteria. See MPEP § 
806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Mr. Shekleton on 6/1/04 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 13 - 
15. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office 
action. Claims 16 - 17 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 

Claims 17 - 18 were cancelled as directed to the invention that was not elected 
without traverse. 

In the Specification 

In the preliminary amendment to the specification, at the insertion added after the 
title, the phrase 

--, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,669,847 - 
was inserted after "July 20, 2001 ." 
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Art Unit: 1724 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Chemical 
catalysts used in hydrogenation reactions comprising palladium supported on activated 
carbon are well known. The prior art of record does not appear to describe, however, 
bacteria supported on such catalysts. Claim 1 3 is not merely adapted to support 
bacteria, but rather must support bacteria. The bacteria are an element of the claimed 
structure. 

Cutler (6303368) describes bacteria supported on activated carbon, and a 
supported transition metal, but not a combination of denitrifying bacteria and palladium 
on activated carbon. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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